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POISONS, 1080 

119. Mr PENDAL to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Agriculture: 

(1) Is the poison 1080 still used by official agencies in Western Australia to control native animals 
attacking crops? 

(2) Does the department accept the contention that 1080 is a slow-acting poison, and thus could be seen as 
inhumane? 

(3) Has the department or agencies responsible for the control of 1080 ever considered an alternative? 

(4) If so, can the minister give details? 

Mr LOGAN replied: 

The answer was provided by the Minister for Agriculture: 

(1) 1080 is not used to control native species in WA.  It is used for the control of introduced species such as 
the rabbit, fox, wild dogs and feral pigs. 

(2) 1080 would not be considered a slow acting poison.  However, there is a lag-phase after the poison has 
been ingested, before signs of poisoning first appear.  Most animals succumb to 1080 within 12 hours of 
ingestion.  1080 is an acute poison and is considered to be one of the most humane of the vertebrate 
pesticides in common use. 

(3) Alternatives to 1080 have been investigated for control of introduced animal pest species. 

(4) Alternatives for control of introduced species include: the use of pindone for rabbit control, and the 
development of zinc phosphide bait for broadacre control of house mice.  Myxomatosis and the rabbit 
calicivirus disease have also been used to reduce the impact of rabbits on Australian ecosystems and 
agricultural production.  The Agriculture Protection Board is one of the founding members of the 
Cooperative Research Centre (CRC) for the Biological Control of Pest Animals.  This CRC is 
investigating the potential for using naturally spread, target specific sterility agents as a means for 
reducing the abundance of vertebrate pests.  This CRC has been ongoing for approximately nine years. 

 


